
WHITEHALL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES – MAY 3, 2016
____________________________________

Council  President  Jim Graham  called the  regular   meeting of Whit ehall City Council to 
order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 3, 2016.

At  President Graham’s  request, everyone rose for a moment of silence .  The  Pledge of 
Allegiance was then recited by those assembled.

On roll call by the clerk, the following members of council were present:
  

Karen Conison
Lee Stahley
Larry Morrison
Bob Bailey
Chris Rodriguez

EXECUSE ABSENT MEMBER

M r.  Bailey  moved to excuse the absent member s  and M r.  Rodriguez  seconded the motion. 
On a roll call vote,  the five present members  voted in the affirmative and Mr. Kantor  and Mr. 
Gregg were excused.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Conison moved to approve the Minutes of April 5, 2016, and Mr. Bailey seconded the 
motion.  There was no discussion.  On a roll call vote,  the five present members  responded in the 
affirmative and the Minutes were approved as submitted.

POLL PUBLIC

There were no comments.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Administration  and Financial Management – Chairperson Bailey  advised that they met.    
Their minutes are on file and they will meet again next week, sometime after 6:30 p.m.

Community Engagement   –  Chairperson Conison  advised that they also met and their 
minutes are on file.     July 2 nd   will be their  Family Fun Fest,  which will include a  talent show, 
various games and contests,  as well as  vendors .  The event will run from  11 :00 a.m.  to 3 :00 p.m.   
The committee will meet next week, sometime after 6:30 p.m.

Communi ty Standards and Enforcement –   Chairperson Rod riguez  reported   that  t hey met  
last week and their minutes are on file. They too will meet next week, sometime after 6:30 p.m.

Economic Development –  Chairperson Morrison announced that they too met.    Their 
minutes are on file.  They will meet sometime after 6:30 p.m. next week.

Infrastructure, Maintenance and Services –  President Graham  said that they met and their 
minutes are on file.   They have one piece of legislation tonight.   They will meet next week, 
sometime after 6:30 p.m.

Public Safety – Chairperson  Stahley advised that they met also .   Their minutes are on file .     
The Safety Committee will meet next week, sometime after 6:30 p.m.
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Parks and Recreation –  President Graham  said that they met and their minutes are on file.   
They have o ne piece of legislation this evening for a vote to create  the  Parks Improvement 
Endowment Fund.  They too will meet next week, sometime after 6:30 p.m.

OFFICIALS’ REPORTS

Mayor Kim Maggard   –  asked for fav orable consideration of Ordinance Nos.   0 35-2016 a nd   
0 36-2016 ,   noting that she  fully supports Heartland Bank moving to our city , as well as  Res olution 
No.   0 31-2016 , allowing the  agreement with  the  Ohio River Railroad Company.   She said she f ully 
support s the Park Endowment Fund creation as an  excellent way to start park improvement 
projects this year.

City Attorney Mi chael   Bivens   –   reported  that  in April  they  successfully handled 303 cases 
in court.  Only 66  of those  were actual residents of Whitehall.   He said he a lso had a person 
recommended for  the  diversion  program for  100 hours of community service.   He explained that 
d iversion is predominantly for first offenders, low - level theft offenses.  Case can be dismissed just 
for court costs when  the defendant  successfully complete s the diversion program .   He said they 
a lso  have  five coming  in  for  the  city clean - up project.   Additionally, he reported that the  Victim 
Advocate put in some really good work on  a  high profile case  involving the  massage parlor .  He 
thanked the Police Department for  that commendation.   The  Mock Trial  is tentatively scheduled 
for  May 19 th .   He i nvited anyone  interested to attend at  3 :00  p.m. on Thursday to see what  they are  
doing at  the  High School.  H e said they are h aving a good time ,  but mayb e getting  cold feet on the 
Mock Trial.  Mr. Bivens said he also wanted to note that h is wife just recently  was  appointed  head 
of Franklin County Jobs and Family Services.  She also serves on the school board.

Director of Development and Public Service Zach Woodruff – had no report this evening.

City Auditor Dan Miller   –   had  no official rep ort, but requested favorable consideration of 
Ordinance No. 051-2016.

Director of Public Safety Chuck Underwood – had no official report.

Treasurer  Steve Quincel   –   had  no official report tonight.   He said that the  Key Bank did 
close their Whitehall Office on  the  29 th  of April.   He said he w as the last customer in line  that day. 
The city deposits are now going to their Bexley branch, which doesn’t sit well.

Council President  Jim Graham  - advised  that   no   O fficials’ Reports have been filed in the 
Council Office since the last meeting.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS AND CLAIMS

1. Minutes  of the March 24, 2016, and April 13, 2016, meetings of the Whitehall Parks 
and Recreation Commission.

2. Agenda for the May 5, 2016, meeting of the Whitehall Planning Commission.

PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE NO. 034-2016 was read by title only by President Graham:

“ AMENDING THE ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO CHAPTER 1122 OF THE 
1970 CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WHITEHALL, OHIO AND 
AS SUBSEQUENTLY AMENDED, ALLOWING A SPECIAL PERMIT 
UNDER 1123.10 (c)(29) TO ALLOW BUCKEYE EXPRESS WASH, LLC TO 
OPERATE A CAR WASH FACILITY ON THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 
3897  E. BROAD STREET, PROPERTY OWNED BY SAGI REALTY, LLC.”
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President Graham opened the public hearing on Ordinance No. 034-2016 and invited the 
applicant to come forward and present the case.

Dave Perry , the  consultant for Goo Goo Car Wash , said that they are the  largest single 
operator/owner in the country ,  with 50 stations , four of which are  in central Ohio .  Whitehall 
would be the fifth location in this area.

Mr. Perry advised that the a ccess point  for the site  will not change.   The c ar wash is in  the  
GCD zoning district and thus requires a special permit.

Mr. Perry presented a s lide show , with the assistance of our Development Specialist, Joe 
Ryan .   Among the features shown were the  automatic tunnel wash  which would be  enter ed  from 
Broad  Street with a  cue for the wash  and  then  the  pay station.  It is an attendant wash only.   There 
will a lways  be a  minimum of two employees in their uniforms  on site .   The e xit is back to Broad 
Street as well.  There was  a  request for six  A ristocrat  P ear  trees  on Broad Street.   A s lide of  the  
landscape plan  was presented as  well.   They have i nclude d  low landscaping and seasonal color.   
The  East and North elevations  were  shown.   The roof sample was passed around; it is  Midwest 
Manufacturing ’s  Red.   They have g ooseneck lighting fixtures  and a  Soldier course of brick.  The 
sign color will be the corporate red for identification purposes, President Graham confirmed.

Mr. Ryan  worked with  the  applicant on screening of  the  dumpster and on  the  western edge 
of the building, including the addition of headlight screening.

Mr. Bailey asked  what  the buffer  is  to be  on  the  east side of the property.   Mr. Ryan said 
there is an e xisting fence.   The e astern side  is wrought iron that goes about  half way down  the 
property line.  There are no plans to extend that fence, but there is to be plant material added.

It t akes three minutes to go through the car wash.   There will be n o retail on the inside.   
There had been a q uestion about people at  their  other location stacking up in the drying off area 
that is out front.  It should not be a problem here.

Their g round sign  was  also shown in  the  slide presentation.   Mr. Bailey confirmed that it 
has a 12’ setback.

Mr. Morrison asked about the hours that the  kiosk  will be staffed and if they had a  credit 
card slide  feature .   Mr. Perry said that w hen the car wash is open there are always at least  two 
uniformed  employees on site.   Mr. Bailey said that  after reviewing  the Planning Commission 
discussion in their  minutes  it was apparent that the  roof color  should be sufficient to negate any  
solar reflection issues due to the matt finish.

Mr. Stahley confirmed that while they have  no retail  sale items they do provide  paper 
towels in the area  of the vacuum s  and they have trash receptacles for those.   Mr. Perry said the s ite 
is periodically walked to pick up trash.

Mr. Perry said that the company s tarted in Georgia in 1955  and he  still do es n’t know where 
“G oo- G oo ”   came from.  Most of the water is recycled and there is a settling area for the drip which 
is periodically pumped out and removed.  

Mr. Stahley confirmed that they do have several levels of wash services.

Paul Werther  inquired if the  exit on Broad Street  would be a  right turn only at certain times 
of the day.  He said he felt it was going to be very dangerous for left turns onto Broad Street.

There being no further proponents and no opponents wishing to speak, President Graham 
closed the public hearing at 7:38 p.m.

VERIFICATION OF COPIES

President  Graham  requested a roll call on whether each member of council received a copy 
of each item of legislation listed on the agenda prior to the meeting, including  any   add-on 
legislation.  The five present members all responded in the affirmative.
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THIRD READING

ORDINANCE NO. 034-2016 was read by title only by President Graham:

“ AMENDING THE ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO CHAPTER 1122 OF THE 
1970 CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WHITEHALL, OHIO AND 
AS SUBSEQUENTLY AMENDED, ALLOWING A SPECIAL PERMIT 
UNDER 1123.10 (c)(29) TO ALLOW BUCKEYE EXPRESS WASH, LLC TO 
OPERATE A CAR WASH FACILITY ON THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 
3897  E. BROAD STREET, PROPERTY OWNED BY SAGI REALTY, LLC.”

M r. Rodriguez   introduced  and moved to adopt  Ordinance No.  0 34 -201 6.   
M r. Morrison  secon ded the motion.  There was no discussion.    D i r ector  Woodruff  noted that  
Exhibit A was attached to the Ordinance.   On a roll call vote,  the  five  present members  voted in the 
affirmative and ORDINANCE NO. 034-2016 was adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 035-2016 was read by title only by President Graham:

“ AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER A 
PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT AND OTHER APPROPRIATE 
DOCUMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY TO SELL PARCELS 090-001623, 
090-001018, 090-002025 TO HAMILTON CROSSING HOMES LLC TO 
CONSTRUCT A SENIOR HOUSING FACILITY KNOW N  AS HAMILTON 
CROSSING.”

M r. Morrison   introduced  and moved to adopt  Ordinance No.  0 35 -201 6.   
M s. Conison  secon ded the motion.  There was no discussion.  On a roll call vote,  the  five  present 
members voted in the affirmative and ORDINANCE NO. 035-2016 was adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 036-2016 was read by title only by President Graham:

“ AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER A 
PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT AND OTHER APPROPRIATE 
DOCUMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY TO SELL APPROXIMATELY 
SIX ACRES OF PROPERTY IN THE WHITEHALL COMMUNITY PARK TO 
THE HEARTLAND BANK FOR ITS NEW HEADQUARTERS FACILITY.”

M r. Morrison   introduced  and moved to adopt  Ordinance No.  0 3 6 -201 6.   M r. Stahley  
secon ded the motion.  There was no discussion.  On a roll call vote,  the  five  present members 
voted in the affirmative and ORDINANCE NO. 036-2016 was adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 037-2016 was read by title only by President Graham:

“ APPROVING THE CREATION OF FUND (304) PARK IMPROVEMENTS 
ENDOWMENT FUND.”

M r. Bailey   introduced  and moved to adopt  Ordinance No.  0 37 -201 6 ,  
M r. Rodriguez   secon ded the motion.  There was no discussion.  On a roll call vote,  the  five  present 
members voted in the affirmative and ORDINANCE NO. 037-2016 was adopted.

SECOND READING

ORDINANCE NO. 039-2016 was read by title only by President Graham:
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“ TRANSFERRING ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND AND NO/100 DOLLARS 
($100,000.00) FROM UNAPPROPRIATED MONIES IN THE GENERAL 
FUND 101 TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLANNING/INCENTIVE 
FUND 316; APPROVING A   SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF ONE 
HUNDRED THOUSAND AND NO/100 DOLLARS ($100,000.00) FROM THE 
316 FUND TO THE (316-000-50000) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
PLANNING/INCENTIVE EXPENSE ACCOUNT AND DECLARING AN   
EMERGENCY.”

M r. Bailey   introduced Ordinance No.  0 39 -201 6  and moved to suspend the rules, 
M r. Morrison  seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  On a roll call vote,  the  five  present 
members responded in the affirmative and the rules were suspended.

M r. Bailey  then moved to adopt Ordinance No.  0 39 -201 6  and M r. Morrison  seconded the 
motion.  There was no discussion.  On a roll call vote,  the  five  present members  voted in the 
affirmative and ORDINANCE NO. 039-2016 was adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 041-2016 was read by title only by President Graham:

“ APPROVING A CHANGE OF PURPOSE FOR ACCOUNT (101-970-51500) 
FROM COMMUNICATIONS OPERATORS SALARIES TO 
COMMUNICATION OPERATORS CONTRACT SERVICES.”

ORDINANCE NO. 042-2016 was read by title only by President Graham:

“RECLASSIFYING AN ADVANCE TO A TRANSFER.”

ORDINANCE NO. 045-2016 was read by title only by President Graham:

“ AMENDING THE ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO CHAPTER 1122 OF THE 
1970 CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WHITEHALL, OHIO AND 
AS SUBSEQUENTLY AMENDED, CHANGING THE ZONING ON 
PROPERTY LOCATED ON ROSEMORE AVE., PARCEL NUMBER 090- 
001619, FROM RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R-3) TO EXCEPTIONAL USE 
DISTRICT (EU), PROPERTY OWNED BY CYNTHIA STEWART.”

President Graham  previously  referred Ordinance No. 045-2016 to the Whitehall Planning 
Commission and set a public hearing before Council for May 17, 2016.

ORDINANCE NO. 048-2016 was read by title only by President Graham:

“ AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS IN THE AMOUNT OF NOT 
TO EXCEED $1,300,000 FOR THE PURPOSE OF DESIGNING, 
CONSTRUCTING AND IMPROVING VARIOUS PARKS AND 
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES, WITH RELATED SITE IMPROVEMENTS 
AND APPURTENANCES THERETO; AND APPROVING RELATED 
MATTERS IN CONNECTION WITH THE ISSUANCE OF SAID BONDS.”

ORDINANCE NO. 050-2016 was read by title only by President Graham:
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“TO AUTHORIZE THE PROVISION OF CERTAIN TAX EXEMPTIONS 
WITHIN THE EAST BROAD STREET DISTRICT COMMUNITY 
REINVESTMENT AREA FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENCOURAGING 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE AREA; AUTHORIZING THE 
EXECUTION OF THE RELATED COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA 
AGREEMENT; AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A MUNICIPAL 
INCOME TAX REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT.”

FIRST READING

ORDINANCE NO. 051-2016 was read by title only by President Graham:

“APPROVING THE CREATION OF FUND (318) MECHANICAL 
UPGRADES FUND AND MAKING AND APPROVING APPROPRIATIONS 
IN THE TOTAL SUM OF ONE MILLION SIX  HUNDRED THIRTY-ONE 
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED SEVENTY TWO AND NO/100 DOLLARS 
($1,631,772.00) FROM THE MECHANICAL UPGRADES FUND (318) TO 
THE MECHANICAL UPGRADES EXPENSE ACCOUNT (318-000-50000) 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.”

M r. Bailey   introduced Ordinance No.  0 51 -201 6  and moved to suspend the rules, 
M s. Conison  seconded the motion.   President  Graham explained for the audience that  this is  to 
provide  the funds to upgrad e  heating ,  lighting, etc ., on the municipal  building,  the fire department 
building and the police  and street dep ar t ment  building s, as well as the activity center at Whitehall 
Community Park .   There was no discussion.  On a roll call vote,  the  five  present members 
responded in the affirmative and the rules were suspended.

M r. Bailey  then moved to adopt Ordinance No.  0 51 -201 6  and M s. Conison  seconded the 
motion.  There was no discussion.  On a roll call vote,  the  five  present members  voted in the 
affirmative and ORDINANCE NO. 051-2016 was adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. 031-2016 was read by title only by President Graham:

“AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONSTRUCTION AND 
MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT WITH THE COLUMBUS AND OHIO 
RIVER RAILROAD COMPANY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.”

M r. Rodriguez   introduced  Resolution  No.  0 31 -201 6  and moved to suspend the rules, 
M r. Stahley  seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  On a roll call vote,  the  five  present 
members responded in the affirmative and the rules were suspended.

M r. Rodriguez  then moved to adopt  Resolution  No.  0 31 -201 6  and M r. Stahley  seconded 
the motion.  There was no discussion.  On a roll call vote,  the  five  present members  voted in the 
affirmative and RESOLUTION NO. 031-2016 was adopted.

POLL PUBLIC

Br i an  Woods, CEO and F ounder  of T.O.U.C.H., 37 R obinwood  Avenue, explained that 
they are a  nonprofit  organization.  He said they  recently  a  1.35 million dollar grant from  the  
Dep ar t ment  of Labor  and they w ould like to support  the  Whitehall community and residents  by  
targeting certification  programs  for jobs and actual job placements.   President Graham said that the 
placement program really completes the process.  T.O.U.C.H. stands for Teaching Opportunity 
Unity by Connecting Hearts.
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There were no further comments.

COMMUNITY DATE BOARD

Events are listed on the City’s Website.

POLL COUNCIL

Mr. S t ahley thanked everyone for coming.   He c ongratulate d  Ms. Bivens on  her  new 
position as Director.   He t hanked Mr. Bivens for work ing  with  the school kids and urged everyone 
to have a great week.

Mr. Morrison  thank ed everyone  for coming and congrat ulated  Mrs. Bivens  as well .   He 
quipped that he would relinquish the rest of his  time to Mr. B ivens  so he can explain  the services 
for which he volunteered his wife.

Mr. Bailey said that T.O.U.C.H. has the  best re-entry programs around  and he is  really 
excited  they  got that grant.   He thanked the  Mayor and Admin istration, noting that a  lot of good 
things happened tonight ,  business wise  and  park wise .  He said the  initiatives  presented will  
payback over  the  next   few years  and he also  thank ed council for  considering and passing all those 
issues.

Mr. Rodriguez said it was  good to see everyone here this evening and  he said he wanted to 
add his thanks to Mrs. Bivens for everything she volunteered before she arrived tonight.

Ms. Conison congratulated T.O.U.C.H.   on their  grant and  their  jobs  programs .   Ms. 
Conison said that her d aughter  is  graduating from nursing school, which  she has been told  is harder 
than law school.  She  said she has been asked to  pin her .  S he is s uper proud of her  and she  got a 
hundred on her last final yesterday.

President Graham  congrat ulated T.O.U.C.H.  on  the  grant and  on  getting jobs .  He said they 
were  doing  a  good job before and this is even better.   He too extended  congratulations  to Mrs. 
Bivens on her new appointment .   President Graham concluded by thanking everyone  for being 
here this evening.

Having nothing further, M r. Bailey  moved to adjourn and M r. Rodriguez  seconded the  
m otion.  On  a roll call vote,  the five present members  responded in the affirmative and the meeting 
adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

                                                                              
Carol J. Churchman, Clerk of Council

APPROVED:                                         , 2016.

                                                                              
Jim Graham, Council President


